
 

We hope your Holiday Season was fantastic!  

Thank you to everyone who made 2011 such a 

wonderful year, we appreciate your continued 
support of our program! January is here, and we 

are so excited for the upcoming year. Zachõs 

Place grew so much in 2011, and we are        

confident that we will continue to grow and    

expand in 2012!  Please check out the next few 

pages for upcoming events, reminders, and 

school out days!  We also have a new policy for  

Socialization Nights on the 3rd page!   

 

Have a warm and wonderful January!  

 

                        -Zachõs Place- 

Greetings Family and Friends!  

What Zachõs Place means to Staff: Lauren Sanders  

òI am incredibly blessed to 
be a part of the staff here at 
Zachõs Place. I am so very 
thankful that I am able to 
walk away from work                   
everyday with a huge smile 
stretching from ear to ear. 
The wonderful atmosphere, 
staff, and most importantly, 
the youth here at Zachõs 
Place makes every day 
worth while. I know that 
whenever I step through 
the doors of the center, 

these wonderful kids will  
fill my heart with love and 
smiles. Getting to know 
each child's personality and 
special quirks is one of my 
favorite parts of this job. 
The children and their    
families never fail to teach 
me something new on a 
daily basis about love,                                    
acceptance, and                               
perseverance. I have an                
immense passion for this 
work and these              

wonderful kids remind me 
every day why that is so! 

Zachõs Place 
Special Kids  

Special Families  

741 East Cache La Poudre  

Colorado Springs, CO 80903  

Phone: 719-329 -1717 

Fax: 719-329 -1005 

E-mail:  

risakson@sksfcolorado.org  

 

To promote, strengthen and  

support individuals  

with disabilities  

and their families  

A place where caring never stops  

Special Thanks to:  

Janiece Carlson ð For helping Zachõs Place get the opportunity to have a bake 

sale 

Jennifer Marino ð For her generous donation to Zachõs Place 

All Parents, staff, and family members ð For helping make the Bake Sale a HUGE  

success!  



Helping Special Needs Kids Make Friends: Rebecca Thomas  

 

Zachõs Place will go back to our                   
regular socialization night schedule 

this month. 

Fun Nightð 2nd Friday of the month 

Teen Nightð 3rd Friday of the month 

Girl Night ð 4th Saturday of the 
month 

Starting in February, parents will 
need to pre-pay or pay the night of 

for Socialization Nights  

Details about our socialization 
nights are on the last page! 

Updates/Reminders/Upcoming Events  

 

It's not always easy to form crucial 

bonds with peers. But parents can help 

foster connections to help their children 

learn, grow and have fun. 

Michael Campbell plays baseball and 
soccer, hangs out with his friends,                
enjoys video games ð and is like any 
other 14-year-old-boy. His mom, Carol, 
didn't think his life would ever be this 
way after he was diagnosed at 7 with 
Asperger's Syndrome. 

"We were told he probably wouldn't 
have friendships. It's the exact opposite. 
He has friends. He gets invited out with 
them," says Campbell of Berkley, Mich-
igan. "We let Mike be Mike and we help 
foster the friendships just like any other 

parent would." 

Here's a look at what parents can do to 
help their children with special needs 
do just that. 

Pals are important 

"It is human nature to want friends," 
says Stephanie Harlan, director of the 
Autism Connections at the Judson              
Center in Royal Oak. "Humans need to 
be with other people, share their                       
emotions and interact." 

But children with special needs have 

more obstacles to overcome. Especially 

those with autism and Asperger's, who 

lack some of the interaction skills.  If 

not addressed, this can impact their 

entire lives. 

"The rates of depression are high 

among those with autism and                        

Asperger's.  They are often teased                   

because they are by themselves," Harlan 

explains. "If the kids can have one  

other friend with them, the chance   

that they are picked on drops                                 

astronomically."  

Click here to read the rest of the article. 

http://www.metroparent.com/Metro-

Parent/February-2011/Helping-Special-

Needs-Kids-Make-Friends/ 

 

Caroling Night December 2011 

 

Parent Resource Corner: 

¶ Click here to see what services  

the library offers kids with      

special needs! 

¶ Although itõs only January, get      
a head start on researching         

summer camps! Click here for 

more information. 

 

His favorite staff! 

Smiles 

http://www.judsoncenter.org/template.php?pid=8
http://www.judsoncenter.org/template.php?pid=8
http://www.metroparent.com/Metro-Parent/February-2011/Helping-Special-Needs-Kids-Make-Friends/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families/letsread/libraryvisit/specialneeds/
http://www.childrenscolorado.org/wellness/info/parents/20589.aspx



